
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIVISION
ANNEXATION REPORT

PUBLIC HEARING DATE: September 12, 2014     
PANX 14-0001 MEETING DATE: September 24, 2014

REPORT BY: Tiffany Antol

REQUEST:

An annexation request of approximately 3.14 acres located at 2701 S. Woody Mountain Road.  The property is 
identified as a portion of Coconino County Assessor’s Parcel Number 112-01-019 which is approximately 36.94 acres.  
This annexation request is the first part of a two-part request.  The second part of the request is a Concept Zoning Map 
Amendment.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends the Planning and Zoning Commission forward the annexation request to the City Council with a 
recommendation for approval.  

PRESENT LAND USE:

The subject site consists of undeveloped land in the General (G) Zone under Coconino County jurisdiction.

PROPOSED LAND USE:

If this annexation is approved, the property will be designated with Rural Residential (RR) zoning.  The accompanying 
zoning map amendment will change the zoning on the property from the Rural Residential (RR) Zone to the Medium 
Density Residential (MR) and Highway Commercial (HC) Zones for the development of a proposed student housing 
project and undetermined commercial uses.

NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT:

North: Vacant land owned by the City of Flagstaff in the Rural Residential (RR) Zone; Professional River Outfitters in 
the General Commercial (CG-10,000) Zone under Coconino County jurisdiction.

East: Woody Mountain Campground & RV Park in the Rural Residential (RR) Zone and the Planned Community (PC) 
Zone under Coconino County jurisdiction; Presidio in the Pines in the High Density Residential (HR) Zone. 

South: Vacant Land in the Rural Residential (RR) Zone. 
West: Vacant Land in the Rural Residential (RR) Zone. 

REQUIRED FINDINGS:

The Commission shall find that the requested annexation complies with Section 9-471 of the Arizona Revised Statutes; 
the applicable goals and policies set forth in the City’s General Plan, “Flagstaff Area Regional Land Use and 
Transportation Plan”; and Division 10-20.90 of the Flagstaff Zoning Code.

STAFF REVIEW:

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:

A request by Aspen Heights to annex approximately 3.14 acres at the intersection of East Route 66 and Woody 
Mountain Road.  The area subject to the annexation is a portion of parcel 112-01-019.  This parcel is currently vacant 
and was at one time heavily forested before the Woody Fire in 2006. The parcel is located within the Resource 
Protection Overlay (RPO) Zone and still maintains forest resources towards the southern portion of the property. The 
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parcel is located within the Urban Service Boundary and this small portion of the overall parcel is within County 
jurisdiction.  

The current application was filed prior to the adoption of the Flagstaff Regional Plan 2030 (FRP 2030) and is
therefore being reviewed against the policies of the Flagstaff Area Regional Land Use and Transportation Plan
(RLUTP). For comparison purposes, policies from both plans are identified and discussed. The RLUTP designates this 
parcel as Mixed-Use.  This land use category requires an average density of seven dwelling units per acre. The Mixed-
Use category may have an emphasis on either residential or non-residential. The objective of this classification is to 
mix land uses by providing housing, shopping, and employment. However, this category does not preclude single use 
developments.  The FRP 2030 designates this parcel as Future Urban within an Urban Activity Center.  The density 
range required for residential mixed-use is eight dwelling units per acre and a minimum floor area ratio of 1.0 or 
greater.

This annexation is the first of a two-step process.  The second being a Concept Zoning Map Amendment request to 
zone the parcel to the MR, Medium Density Residential Zone (33.33 acres) for a student housing development and the 
HC, Highway Commercial Zone (3.60 acres) for future commercial development. The Zoning Map Amendment 
application is being processed concurrently with this application but will not become effective until after the 
annexation has been completed. A full Zoning Map Amendment policy analysis can be found in that staff report.

ARIZONA STATE STATUTE COMPLIANCE:

State statutes only allow the City to adopt a zoning classification that permits densities and intensities no greater than 
those permitted by the County immediately before the annexation. The current county zoning is G, General that 
requires ten-acre minimum lot size.  The closest city zoning district is the RR, Rural Residential District, which 
provides for one dwelling unit per acre based on the single-family option.

A Zoning Map Amendment application to zone the parcel to MR, Medium Density Residential, and HC Highway 
Commercial will be necessary to accommodate the proposed development. The Zoning Map Amendment application 
will be considered subsequent to review of the annexation application. 

REGIONAL LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION PLAN CONFORMANCE:

Policy/Analysis

All proposed annexations shall be evaluated as to whether the application is consistent with the policies of the General 
Plan.  The proposed annexation should not be detrimental to the majority of the persons or property in the surrounding 
area or the community in general.  The City’s basic position regarding annexation is that the annexation must 
demonstrate a favorable benefit to the taxpayers of the City.

The General Plan further provides, “The Regional Plan establishes an Urban Growth Boundary that identifies lands 
that are currently most appropriate for compact, urban development.  The lands shall be planned for the full range of 
urban services and are appropriate for annexation under appropriate conditions. By directing growth to well-defined, 
contiguous areas, development is more efficiently served; open lands and natural resources can be better protected; 
public facilities and services can be delivered more effectively; neighborhoods can provide a greater range of options 
for housing types.” The following policies are considered by staff to be the most pertinent to the annexation:

RLUTP Policy

LU1.6 - Require Urban Development to Locate within City Boundaries:  In order to ensure that all urban 
development can be provided with adequate public facilities and services, all urban land uses shall be located within 
the Urban Growth boundary and within the City’s corporate boundary limits.  The Regional Plan encourages urban 
land uses to locate only within incorporated areas in order to obtain City services, utilities, and fire protection.  The 
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City shall consider the annexation of land into the city limits when the annexation of such property is consistent with 
the goals and policies of the Regional Land Use and Transportation Plan.

FRP 2030

LU.7.2 - Require unincorporated properties to be annexed prior to the provision of City services, or that a pre-
annexation agreement is executed when deemed appropriate.

Summary of Regional Plan & Annexation Compliance

This parcel is located within the Urban Growth Boundary. The proposed annexation is consistent with the goals and 
policies of the Regional Land Use and Transportation Plan and furthermore the application complies with all the 
requirements set forth in the Arizona Revised Statutes related to annexations.

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICE IMPACT ANALYSIS:

Traffic/Access/Pedestrian/Bicycle Impact:

The site is bounded on the north by Route 66, on the east by Woody Mountain Road, and on the south by Presidio 
Drive.  Vehicular access to the site is provided from all three roadways.  Proposed road and edge improvements 
include the dedication of additional right-of-way for Woody Mountain Road.  Improvements within the right-of-way 
include: new curb, gutter, FUTS/sidewalk, and parkway along Route 66, Woody Mountain Road, and Presidio Drive.  
A southbound right turn lane into both entrances on Woody Mountain Road, and a northbound two-way left turn lane 
at the main entrance on Woody Mountain Road will be required for the proposed student housing project.

A Traffic Impact Analysis was prepared for the developer by CivTech, Inc. to demonstrate the anticipated traffic 
volumes generated from the proposed development.  The City Traffic Engineer reviewed the concept plan and the TIA 
and subsequently accepted the results subject to the following conditions:

1. Vehicular and pedestrian cross access shall be provided between the residential land use and the commercial 
land use.  The applicant can decide the location of the cross access, but the access does need to be provided 
with future site planning submittals.  No TIA analysis needs to be done.

2. The Signal Warrant Analysis for the intersection of Route 66 and Woody Mountain is not approved, but 
ADOT’s review conditions are attached and the re-submittal of the warrant analysis is not expected to change
the proportional share analysis, nor recommend that a signal be installed upon project opening.  Under those 
two qualifying statements, the following Condition of Approval #3 is valid. If either of these two qualifying 
conditions change, the following condition will need to be re-evaluated.

3. Future ROW needs and proportional share for the intersection of Route 66 and Woody Mountain are required.  
A planning level signal layout should be provided with construction plans to help determine the ROW 
dedication requirements.  The developer’s proportional share contribution for this future signal need is 
documented in the attached table.  The planning level estimate for a future signal in the Flagstaff Region is 
$400,000.  The calculated proportional share based on the percent of project traffic in the intersection of 
Woody Mountain Road and Route 66 is 25.7%, or $102,805.  The timing of this proportional share 
contribution shall be outlined in the Development Agreement.

ADOT has also reviewed the TIA and provided comments similar to the City Traffic Engineer.  These comments are 
attached to this report.

The project site is not currently serviced by transit.  This area is identified in the Flagstaff Area Regional Land Use and 
Transportation Plan for future service.  The applicant has discussed the possibility of extending service to the subject 
site in partnership with the local transit authority but no official agreement is in place to service the property at this 
time.
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Pedestrian and bicycle access to the subject property is limited.  There are currently no sidewalks along Route 66 or 
Woody Mountain Road in the vicinity of this project.  Bike lanes are provided along Woody Mountain Road up to 
Woodlands Village Boulevard beyond which a striped shoulder exists continuing out to the subject property.  It will be
possible for both pedestrians and bicycles to gain access through the Presidio in the Pines into Boulder Pointe and 
beyond, but the roadways within Presidio in the Pines have not been fully constructed.

Water System Analysis:

A Water and Sewer System Analysis was prepared on behalf of the City.  The main source of water for this site is a 
12-inch diameter Zone A+ waterline located in Woody Mountain Road.  This line extends from Route 66 to the 
Presidio in the Pines subdivision along the eastern boundary of the subject property within existing right-of-way.  The 
existing Zone A+ waterlines are fed by the Railroad (RR) Springs tank and a booster pump located in Railroad Springs 
Subdivision.

Three connections will need to be made to the existing 12-inch main to provide water for the proposed development on 
the subject property.  A looped water system will be required for the development of this site.  The proposed water 
main extensions that will serve as the backbone infrastructure for the proposed development are made up of 8-inch 
waterlines.  Water line stub outs for future connectivity to adjoining parcels on the west side of the subject property 
will need to be provided as well.  

Sewer System Analysis:

The Water and Sewer System Analysis identified two connection points to the City sewer system.  The nearest sewer 
lines are located along Woody Mountain road.  There are two 8-inch diameter PVC sewer lines located along the 
southeastern border of the subject property.  The Rio De Flag Wastewater Treatment Plant, which is currently 
operating below maximum capacity, will treat all sewage collected in these lines.  Connection to the existing 10-inch 
diameter sewer line in West Highway 66 is proposed for development of the subject site.  The existing 10-inch trunk 
line does not have sufficient capacity to convey all anticipated sewage flows generated by this site.  The proposed 
development will be required to extend public sewer lines adequate to carry all anticipated contributory flows 
generated by the future residents of this project, as well as, any potential flows from upstream sources.  Approximately 
5,500 feet of existing sewer line will need to be upsized to handle the additional flow created by this project.

Stormwater:

The development of the subject project is proposing on-site mitigation in lieu of a Drainage Impact Analysis. The 
proposed stormwater management design will not increase the volume of pre-development flows off-site. LID 
requirements will be met per City standards. The Stormwater Manager has provided preliminary acceptance of the 
proposed on-site mitigation and LID methods. 

Parks and Recreation:

The City of Flagstaff Parks and Recreation Organizational Master Plan and the Flagstaff Area Regional Land Use and 
Transportation plan identifies a future community scale park (20+ acres) on or near the subject property.  The current 
Flagstaff Regional Plan 2030 does not identify a park at this location.  While zoning regulations do require some type 
of open space areas, they do not require the dedication of land and facilities for the development of public parks.  

The Zoning Code requires residential developments with 50 or more dwelling units to provide a minimum of five 
percent of the site in civic spaces that are either privately held and open to the public or publicly owned and set aside 
as a civic space.   The proposed student housing development would require approximately a minimum of 1.5 acres as 
civic space.  This space is shown as passive/active green space in the center of the project that provides a trail system 
with recreational facilities.  This system would have to be made available to the public as well as the residents of the 
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project to meet this requirement.  Additionally, the Zoning Code requires that a minimum of 15% of the site be 
maintained as open space which is roughly 4.5 acres of the proposed student housing project site.  Resource 
preservation such as floodplains, slopes, and forests may be used to satisfy this standard and includes active and 
passive recreation uses, landscape areas, and community gardens.

In order to off-set the parks and recreation demands of the students living on-site, active and passive recreation 
amenities have been incorporated into both the civic and open space requirements.  Those amenities include a 
clubhouse, pool/spa recreation area, sports courts and a walking trail with exercise stations, BBQ grills, picnic tables 
and a pavilion to be determined through site plan review.  The developer will also be required to provide a portion of 
the Flagstaff Urban Trail System along Woody Mountain Road as part of the roadway edge improvements.  This will 
be a significant improvement to the Woody Mountain Road corridor for alternative modes.   

Schools:

The proposed development of the subject site is not anticipated to affect the local school district.  The primary intended 
occupants are Northern Arizona University Students.  The Arizona State Legislature does not currently enable units of 
local government to assess school impact mitigation through development processes.

Fire Protection:

According to Fire Department staff, the site is within the desired four-minute response time from Fire Station No. 1,
located at 1972 S. Thompson Drive.

ZONING REQUIREMENTS FOR PROPOSED ZONING:

As was noted above, if annexed, the property will need to be brought into the City as a zone similar to the existing 
County zoning.  In this case, the City’s RR, Rural Residential Zone, best matches the county G, General Zone.  
Arizona statue requires that once annexed, the zoning is to remain in place for a period of 30 days.  As a result, an 
ordinance modifying the zoning code must include an effective date 30 plus days after the annexation ordinance 
becomes effective. The Zoning Map Amendment application and the staff report have been provided in conjunction 
with this application and will explain the proposed MR, Medium Density Residential Zone and HC, Highway 
Commercial Zone.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS:

Citizen Participation

Public hearings before the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council are conducted in conjunction with 
requests for annexation.  In accordance with State statute, notice of the public hearing was provided by placing an ad in 
the Daily Sun, posting notices on the property, and mailing a notice to all property owners within 300 feet of the site.
The notices were also provided to the County Recorder, County Assessor, County Community Development 
Department and the Chair of the Board of Supervisors.

The applicant held a neighborhood meeting on Thursday, March 27, 2014 at 5:30 pm. The applicants received two 
phone calls from their meeting notice requesting information about the project.  Seven people attended the meeting and 
had questions in regards to the case.  None of the attendees expressed opposition to the Annexation or Zoning Map 
Amendment.  Staff has not received any other comments in regards to this annexation.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission forward the annexation request to the City Council with a recommendation of 
approval. 
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ATTACHMENTS:

Application and narrative from applicant
Annexation Legal Description and Map
Public Hearing Legal Advertisements
Traffic Impact Analysis Acceptance Memo (included in PREZ 14-004 packet)
Citizen Participation Plan (included in PREZ 14-004 packet)
Draft Development Agreement (included in PREZ 14-004 packet)
Concept Plan Packet: (included in PREZ 14-004 packet)

o Conceptual Site Plan
o Concept Utility Plan
o Natural Resource Protection Plan
o Conceptual Landscape Plan
o Annexation Map
o Residential Building Elevations Examples


